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Protecting Marine Wildlife: Transitioning Away From Drift Gillnets  
 
The California drift gillnet fishery uses nets the size of the Golden Gate 
Bridge to catch swordfish. These giant nets capture, harm and kill sea 
turtles, sharks, whales, dolphins, sea lions and other animals.  

 
The fishery catches more non-target animals than targeted swordfish. The 
non-target animals caught include threatened and endangered species. 
The fishery consists of fewer than 20 active boats, yet this fishery kills or 
injures more whales and dolphins than all other observed fisheries in 
California, Oregon, Washington and Alaska combined. Drift gillnet fishing 
is an outdated and inefficient technology that has already been banned 
by the United Nations, countries around the world and other U.S. states. 
 
California should transition away from this destructive fishing practice.  
 
Regulators Hand Over Control of California Fishery to Trump Administration 
 
The Pacific Fisheries Management Council, the regulatory body that 
makes rules for West Coast fisheries, recently voted to transfer permitting 
of the fishery away from California despite objections from the U.S. 
Congress and California’s Lieutenant Governor and a request by 
California Department of Fish & Wildlife to postpone the vote. The move 
was to limit actions by the California Legislature, which has tried to 
address the fishery’s environmental concerns.  
 
President Trump has shown a clear disregard for responsible 
environmental management through actions like his executive order for 
federal agencies to repeal two regulations for every new one issued. 
Transferring this fishery to full federal management during Trump’s 
presidency goes against California’s proud history of being on the 
forefront of protecting the environment. 
 
 

See Back for Action You Can Take  
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Turtle Island Restoration Network will continue fighting to stop the 

destruction from the deadly drift gillnet fishery.  

We want you to take action too! 

Californians can take action right now as consumers. 

1. Choose not to consume swordfish 

2. Visit seaturtles.org to learn more about drift gillnets and other 
pressing ocean issues 
 

3. Please call SeafoodWatch at (831) 648-7980, then press 2 & tell 
them drift gillnet caught swordfish is NOT a good alternative for 
people to eat sustainably 

 
The SeafoodWatch Program is designed to help consumers and 
businesses choose seafood that’s fished or farmed in ways that protect 
sea life and habitats. However, their misguided rating system allows the 
California drift gillnet fishery to be rated as a ‘good alternative’ despite 
getting a failing grade for killing non-target species.  

 

Thanks for helping to protect ocean wildlife! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


